Studies about Baptism Into the Holy Spirit

Introduction:  In considering this subject, is there a baptism OF the Holy Spirit, in distinction from Is there a Baptism INTO or IN the Holy Spirit, I noted the following:

a.  Nowhere in the New Testament is the expression “baptism of the Holy Spirit” found, that is according to my Bible Search Concordances, Strongs, ect.  It may be there, but all my searches have not turned it up.

b. Does the Holy Spirit administer baptism to anyone?  I have not found anywhere that the Holy Spirit administers baptism unto anyone.  There may be two problem texts which some might use to suggest otherwise.  They are Gal. 3:27 and I Cor. 12:13.  However, upon careful examination, do they teach this doctrine?  I don’t believe so.

Gal. 3:26, 27.  “For as many of you as have been baptized into Jesus Christ have put on Christ.” The Greek preposition here is Eis.  Eis is translated 22 different ways in the King James Bible.  The Greek Preposition Eis can establish no biblical doctrine.  It was a too general catch all preposition.

Gal. 3:27

In Greek Grammar there is what is called the Granville Sharps Rule.  That means that the Greek Preposition Eis, when it refers to location means into, when it refers to relationship means unto.  With that in mind let us notice Galatians 3:27 one more time.  “For as many of you as have been baptized unto Jesus Christ have put on Christ.”  That is the correct understanding of Eis in this verse.  We are baptized into water, but unto Jesus Christ.

I Cor. 12:13

I Cor. 12:13 is much the same. “For by one Spirit have we all been baptized into One Body…” In the Greek Text we have two Greek Prepositions, en and Eis.  EV simply means IN or BY.  I have noted Eis above.  Therefore, the verse reads, “for IN one Spirit we have all been baptized UNTO one body.”  The primary meaning is that while we were IN THE SPIRIT we were all, Jews or Gentiles, baptized unto one body, the Physical Body of Christ.  This is to picture our union with Him in His death, burial and resurrection.  The Secondary meaning is that while we were in the Sprit we were all baptized unto the body of Christ, the gospel church.

We are baptized into water, but unto Christ Jesus and His body, the gospel Church.  This seems to be the meaning of both texts.

Question: Why not translate BY one Spirit as the Greek Preposition EV would allow this?  

Answer: If we do this, it would be a violation of all the New Testament Scriptures which teach that Baptism is to be administered by human beings, John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, and Christ’s orderly preaching disciples.  Nowhere else does the Bible teach that Deity baptized anyone.  However, the Bible does teach that Deity does commission qualified human beings to administer baptism.

Again, note, Christ Jesus is the administrator of the New Covenant, as both Surety and Mediator.  However, He uses qualified persons to do this work.  He sends His Holy Spirit to empower these persons whom He chooses to do this great work.

Christ is the administrator of baptism into the Holy Spirit, not the Holy Spirit baptizes into Christ.

Furthermore, granted this verse may teach the Holy Spirit baptizes into Christ, that would be a violation of the rules of Biblical Interpretation.  No Prophecy of the Scripture is of private interpretation.  What is true of prophecy is also true of other parts as well, for the Scriptures teach that by two or three witnesses shall ever word be established.

Have you done a study of the different doctrines that are built from one passage of Scripture?  Try it some time.

Here are a few:

1. Mormon proxy baptism for the dead, I Cor. 15, why be baptized for the dead if they raise not up?

2. Priestly Confession Papal style, whosoever sins ye remit shall be remitted unto them;

3. Women are to have artificial head coverings, I Cor. 11, they must be veiled,

4. Women are not to cut their hair, I Cor.11;

5. Baptism brings remission of sins, Campbellites on Acts 2:38;

6. Purgatory, papal style, agree with thine adversary quickly;

7. The Jewish Millennial Reign, Revelation 20; (please note, not the reign of Christ, but the Zionist-Jewish type of Reign)

8. The Mass, Papal style, John 6.

I could go on and on, but the Bible does not allow us to build doctrines either from a multi purpose preposition or from one verse.  We must use two or three witnesses to support our doctrines and concepts.

WORD STUDY ABOUT BAPTISM

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  (Matthew 3:7 AV)

  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.    And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  (Matthew 20:22-23 AV)

  The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him?  (Matthew 21:25 AV)

  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  (Mark 1:4 AV)

  But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?    And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:  (Mark 10:38-39 AV)

  The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me.  (Mark 11:30 AV)

  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;  (Luke 3:3 AV)

  And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.  (Luke 7:29 AV)

  But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!  (Luke 12:50 AV)

  The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?  (Luke 20:4 AV)

  Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.  (Acts 1:22 AV)

  That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;  (Acts 10:37 AV)

  When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  (Acts 13:24 AV)

  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  (Acts 18:25 AV)

  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.    Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  (Acts 19:3-4 AV)

  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  (Romans 6:4 AV)

  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  (Ephesians 4:5 AV)

  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  (Colossians 2:12 AV)

  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  (1 Peter 3:21 AV)

Observation on Baptism

Please note there is a baptism of John, a baptism of repentance, but where is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  I cannot find it anywhere.

The Word Baptize

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:  (Matthew 3:11 AV)

  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  (Mark 1:4 AV)

  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  (Mark 1:8 AV)

  John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:  (Luke 3:16 AV)

  John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;  (John 1:26 AV)

  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  (John 1:33 AV)

  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  (1 Corinthians 1:17 AV)

Observations:

The King James Version did not translate the Greek Preposition EV in a proper and uniform manner.  It means IN.  Matthew 3:11 should be translated I dip you in water, but He shall dip you in the Holy Spirit and fire..

I believe the same is true concerning the usage of EV with the other verses.  But to the point.  Where is the Holy Spirit said to baptize anyone?  Where does it say that He dips anyone into Christ? Or into anything?  Christ dips in the Holy Spirit and fire.  He does this directly.  Christ dips in water, He does this indirectly, by means of His preaching disciples. No where does the Holy Spirit do this.

The Word Baptized

Baptized is used 51 times in the King James Bible, according to my Sources.  Here they are:

And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  (Matthew 3:6 AV)

  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.    But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  (Matthew 3:13-14 AV)

  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  (Matthew 3:16 AV)

  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.    And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  (Matthew 20:22-23 AV)

  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.  (Mark 1:5 AV)

  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.    And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.  (Mark 1:8-9 AV)

  But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?    And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:  (Mark 10:38-39 AV)

  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  (Mark 16:16 AV)

  Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  (Luke 3:7 AV)

  Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?  (Luke 3:12 AV)

  Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,  (Luke 3:21 AV)

  And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.    But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.  (Luke 7:29-30 AV)

  But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!  (Luke 12:50 AV)

  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. (please note here, again Jesus is said to baptize)   And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.  (John 3:22-23 AV)

  When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,    (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)  (John 4:1-2 AV)

  And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode.  (John 10:40 AV)

  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  (Acts 1:5 AV)

  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  (Acts 2:38 AV)

  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.  (Acts 2:41 AV)

  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.    Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.  (Acts 8:12-13 AV)

  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)  (Acts 8:16 AV)

  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  (Acts 8:36 AV)

  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  (Acts 8:38 AV)

  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.  (Acts 9:18 AV)

  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?    And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.  (Acts 10:47-48 AV)

  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  (Acts 11:16 AV)

  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.  (Acts 16:15 AV)

  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.  (Acts 16:33 AV)

  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.  (Acts 18:8 AV)

  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.    Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.    When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  (Acts 19:3-5 AV)

  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.  (Acts 22:16 AV)

  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  (Romans 6:3 AV)

  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?    I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;    Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.    And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.  (1 Corinthians 1:13-16 AV)

  And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  (1 Corinthians 10:2 AV)

  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:13 AV)

  Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?  (1 Corinthians 15:29 AV)

  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  (Galatians 3:27 AV)

Observations

Please read again Acts 1:5 and Acts 11:l6.  Therein you see that Jesus promised to baptize His disciples IN the Holy Spirit.  This applies to both Pentecost and Acts 10.  However, there is no mention of any baptism of the Holy Spirit, but rather Christ baptizing in or into the Holy Spirit. The Greek prepositions are still the basic ones, EN and Eis.

In Conclusion:  I am not trying to show what the Lord does when He baptized into the Holy Spirit, nor the different spiritual gifts promised upon gospel baptism, Acts 2:38-40, but simply to examine the popular concept of this age: Baptism of the Holy Spirit, or Holy Spirit baptism.  This I do not find in the Sacred Scriptures.

I do however find that Christ baptized into the Holy Spirit, that is, His Spiritual Gifts.  I find that there are three remaining, faith, Hope and Love.  Therefore, I conclude that when Christ Baptized into the Holy Spirit He give us these great spiritual gifts.  They are sealing gifts to those baptized and manifestations to others that we have true gospel baptism and are with Christ in the Heavenlies, walking with Him in the New and Living Way.

